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JDPMC’s PRESS STATEMENT ON THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTION IN
OSUN STATE

Introduction

The Justice Development and Peace Makers Centre, from its Just-Watcher Situation
Room deployed 90 election watchers to 9o Polling Units across the 30 LGAs of Osun
State, consolidated by the Just-Watcher Mobile application developed to validate,
process and share real time data on the 2023 General election in Nigeria. The
organization as well deployed 4 teams of four-man roving. At least each of these was
deployed to each of the senatorial districts of the state to oversee and give supports to
the deployed watchers of such senatorial districts. JDPMC received and shared with
partners, the media, INEC and other stakeholders real time reports from the various
polling units stretched across the state. Such data before being shared were subjected to
thorough credibility test relying on the technological support of the Just-Watcher
Mobile Application and data analysis hub of the Just-Watcher Situation Room. The
Just-Watcher Situation Room had a Special Unit named the Survivor Service Centre
which was opened to offer security, legal, medical and psychological support to victims
of reported cases of violence at the various polling units. The Centre was manned by the
Rapid Response Team composed of a certified Nurse, psychologist, a lawyer, and
security consultant all stationed in the Situation Room along with ten data analysts two
monitoring and evaluation experts and a media officer.

General Observation

JDPMC observed that there was deployment of INEC personnel to all Polling Units
across the state. It further observed 96% of early commencement of voting, namely by
8:30 am across Osun State. The 4% late commencement in places such as Polling Unit
18, Ward 8 in Osogbo LGA, Polling Unit 7, Ward 8 in Osogbo LGA, Polling Unit 1 Olorin
Junction at Babasanya Registration Area, Polling Unit 2, Ward 9 Ila-Ijesa, in
Atakwumosa West LGA were linked essentially to the late arrival of election materials in
some of the Polling Units and delay in the functionality of the BVAS in a few others.
General a low voter turnout across the state was observed.



The Organization of Polling Units

There was general atmosphere of orderliness in 97% of the polling units with proper
spacing to allow for the Open-secret Balloting. This was aided significantly by the
introduction of demarcation of the polling area with white ribbon across all Polling
Units that our observers were deployed. However, such level of orderliness and serenity
were not found in about 3% of polling units located in very choked environments
especially those with larger population of voters. Voting was slower in such polling
Units. Also, party agents had easy access to the voting cubicles from their allotted spaces
due to the very choked conditions.

Efficiency of the BVAS and the Accreditation of Voters

The BVAS which was used for the accreditation of voters was available in all Polling
Units. It however functioned in 99.73% of the Polling Units which JDPMC observed.
There was malfunctioning in 0.27%. This is derived from the fact that of all the Polling
Units observed, only 8 PUs had BVAS malfunctioning, with two resolved. 6 were not
resolved as at 3:30pm.

Transfer of Polling Units

JDPMC observed that many persons that needed to, did not participate in the transfer of
Polling Unit. There were situations for example, at the polling at Open Space Beside
Covenant Building in Alajue 1 Ede South had only 55 registered voters while the one in
Ode-Oke less than 50 meters apart had 833 registered voters.

Inclusivity of Persons with Disability

Ad-hoc personnel of INEC in all Polling Units did not have data on persons with
disability in their Polling Units. They all also confirmed that no assistive materials for
persons with disability were deployed to their Polling Units. Preference however was
generally given to persons with Disability on the queues. Persons with disabilities
especially the blind were observed to have been accompanied to the voting cubicle by
their relatives.

Security and Incidence of Violence

Most of Polling Units were orderly and peaceful across the state except for few cases. In
Polling Unit 9 Ward 4 in Ifelodun LGA, there was a case of physical violence among
voters on queue. Again in Ifelodun LGA Polling Unit 2 Ward 3 there was a case of
physical molestation of a Party agent by the agent of another party. In Ife South in
Ogbaagba Polling Unit in Aye ward, hoodlums disrupted the voting process and
destroyed election materials. Though security agents apprehended them and made
arrest, voting didn’t continue.

Vote Buying

There were no conclusive incidents of vote buying observed across the state. However,
there were activities that could suggest its occurrences. For example in Obokun LGA in



Polling Unit 9 Ward 1, voters were observed to be showing their thumb printed ballot
papers to party agents, the same was observed in Osogbo LGA in PU 7 and 18 of Ward 8.
In other instances, party agents were observed to be viewing voters in the cubicle,
certain individuals were then observed transferring money to person who had just cast
their votes. Such were observed in Ila LGA PU 16 Ward 1 and in Boluwaduro LGA Pu 4
Ward 3,

Conclusions

JDPMC considers the 2023 General election in Osun to be a commendable
improvement on the electoral process in Nigeria. INEC’s performance in terms of
planning and management of election at the polling units’ level in Osun State is highly
commendable.

JDPMC shall present full report at the conclusion of the entire election process. JDPMC
wishes to appreciate all its field watchers, the situation room team, the rapid response
team INEC officials, the pressmen and the network of other civil society organizations
who worked hard for the success of her election duty.
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